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A NEW MUSICAL

“This is so moving, so impressive, 
so stirring and informative— 

this can make people realize their power.”
— Linda Armstrong, Amsterdam News, 12/20/2018

more >

My Story of the 1965 Selma Voting Rights MarcH

http://amsterdamnews.com/news/2018/dec/20/civil-rights-musical-turning-15-powerful-theater/
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Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom, a musical filled 
with traditional and original Gospel and Freedom 
songs, tells the moving, true story of Lynda Blackmon, 
the youngest person to walk all the way from Selma 
to Montgomery, Alabama, on the Voting Rights 
March of 1965.  Lynda was jailed nine times before 
her fifteenth birthday — as she and her friends and 
neighbors fought alongside Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. to win the right to vote for African Americans.  

Ally Sheedy (The Breakfast Club, High Art, Psych) 
adapted the award-winning memoir by Lynda 
Blackmon Lowery, as told to Elspeth Leacock and 
Susan Buckley (Dial Press, 2016), at LaGuardia High 
School for Music, Art and the Performing Arts in New 
York City, with the powerful young actress, Damaras 
Obi, in the role of Lynda. Turning 15 debuted at 
LaGuardia and went on to acclaimed performances in 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Florida, Arkansas 
and California.  The show is directed by Fracaswell 
Hyman and the music director is Joshuah Brian 
Campbell, composer of Sing Out! March On!, the 
unforgettable song that brings audiences to their feet!
The show is produced by Lynda Blackmon 
Lowery, Miranda Barry, and Amy Sprecher.

Developed for the Stage  
by Ally Sheedy

Directed by 
Fracaswell Hyman

CLICK HERE FOR A CLIP OF THE SHOW!

PLAY ABOUT VOTING RIGHTS DRAWS SOLD–OUT CROWD
 When Damaras Obi began to sing We Shall Overcome to close the performance, 

off-stage voices began to join her . . . The stage went dark and Obi was met with a standing 
ovation and many audience members wiped their eyes …

 —Register Star, Hudson, NY
“ 

“ 

DAMARAS OBI KILLS IT lovely, nuanced, 
passionate, beautiful, inspired, real, talented, and 
the substance is SO VERY RELEVANT RIGHT NOW.

—IMBY, Catskill, NY

“ 

“ 

Turning15ontheroad.com

https://www.turning15ontheroad.com/
https://soundcloud.com/user-319748413/sing-out-march-on
https://youtu.be/niInsn7He54
https://youtu.be/niInsn7He54
https://www.turning15ontheroad.com/
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“Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom” 
—From page to stage
by Enid Futterman

Maybe it’s a new genre—a memoir come to life onstage, 
with a narrator you could swear was Lynda Blackmon, 
fourteen years old and the youngest person on the march 
from Selma to Montgomery for the right to vote.

But no, she’s Damaras Obi, actor, writer, singer. It’s 2017 
on the brand new stage of the Bridge Street Theater in 
Catskill, New York. But it feels like 1965.

“Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom” is the experience 
and the work of Lynda Blackmon Lowery, as told to El-
speth Leacock and Susan Buckley. A self-made adoles-
cent activist, she lived through a beating on Bloody Sun-
day, and despite her father’s misgivings, was determined 
to march to Montgomery. She celebrated her fifteenth 
birthday on Day 2.

…And Obi is a beautiful dead ringer for a scared, brave, 
angry, sad, hopeful, grateful girl who had never seen a 
white person who saw HER, before she marched across 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. Everything she says and does 
feels true, thanks, I’m sure, to both actor and director.

Theater is always a communal experience. Watching 
stories come to life with a hundred or a thousand other 
beating hearts and minds around you is the essence of 
live theater. Especially when a substantial number of them 
have familiar faces, including three mixed-race kids I’ve 
known since before they were born, sitting right behind 
me. With the help of Bridge Street Theatre, its directors, 
John Sowle and Steven Patterson, its production design-
ers and facilities, the run of “Turning 15 …” was the es-
sence of theater and community.

—In My Back Yard, Catskill, NY

“ WITH A BLEND OF SPIRITUAL AND FREEDOM INSPIRED MUSIC AND PROJECTIONS OF 
THE HISTORICAL FIGURES AND REAL DEMONSTRATIONS, YOU FELT IN THE THICK OF IT. THE 

SINGING AND ACTING ENSEMBLE WERE SOUL-STIRRING IN THEIR HARMONIES. ”  —Eva Heinemann, Hi! Drama January 19, 2019

Lynda Blackmon Lowery
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Excerpts from interview with Lynda Blackmon Lowery and Damaras Obi 
on National Public Radio’s “The Round Table”
Interviewer: Amazing elements are coming together for 
a performance this weekend in Hudson, NY. “Turning 15 
on the Road to Freedom…” by Lynda Blackmon Low-
ery has been turned into an amazing performance… The 
show stars an incredible actress by the name of Dama-
ras Obi, and was directed by the well-respected actress, 
Ally Sheedy.

Lynda Lowery: I didn’t feel that I was making history, 
I felt I was doing what I needed to do. My mother died 
when I was 7 years old and the older people said she 
died because of the color of her skin. I vowed when I 
was 7 years old that nobody would grow up without a 
Mommy because of the color of her skin. I vowed that 
when I got big enough, I was going to change that. I 
didn’t know what I was going to do, but I knew I was 
going to change it. Then along came this movement with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, and the first time I met him he 
said you could get anyone to do anything you wanted 
with ‘steady, loving, confrontation.’ And the second time 
he said that in his speech that night, it was like he said 
it directly to me. That night I said to myself, “Oh, yeah! 
Now I know what to do.” And what to do was marching 
for change.

I realized we had really accomplished something on the 
way home from Montgomery; I realized that by doing 
something together we had won something. We were 
determined to do something and we did it. Now, what 
really showed me the accomplishment was on August 6, 
1965 when the Voting Acts Act was passed, giving the 
Black people of Selma, Alabama, and the Black people 
all across the country the right to vote. That showed me 
that my determination, along with other people’s deter-
mination, could change a whole country. 

Interviewer: How has the experience of playing Lynda 
affected you, Damaras?

Damaras Obi: I had a general idea about African Amer-
ican history from school, but I think it’s hard for people of 
my generation to understand the Civil Rights Movement 
because they only learn about it in the classroom. But 
meeting Lynda, I realized, “Wow, this Is real. It really hap-
pened. It happened to Lynda Blackmon Lowery.” This 
show is extremely relevant to kids in my generation, so 
it’s very empowering to me to play the role.”
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Chanté Odum, Claxton Rabb III 
Top: Renée Reid; Bottom: LaRon Grant, Renée Reid, Chanté Odom, 
Damaras Obi, Queade Norah, Claxton Rabb III, Brian Baylor. 

https://www.turning15ontheroad.com/
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“ THIS DELIGHTFULLY ACCESSIBLE SHOW IS GREAT FOR KIDS, 
but also electrifying enough to keep the attention 

of adults as well. ” —YES Broadway, New York

For information about performances 
at your school contact: Miranda Barry 
at miranda@sheedylit.com or 646-919-0440

Columbia Artists Theatricals 
1790 Broadway, New York, NY 10019
16th floor
info@broadwaycat.com
917-206-4600
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“ HISTORY BECOMES A MEMOIR,  
A PLAY, AND A CALL TO ACTION”  
—Rural Intelligence, Great Barrington, MA

“THIS IS WHY THEATER IS MORE THAN ENTERTAINMENT . 
. . ITS PURPOSE IS TO ACTIVATE THE SOUL, WAKE US UP, 
MAKE SURE WE KEEP OUR SOULS INTACT—BY DOING THE 
WORK WHICH MUST BE DONE AND WHEN IT IS NEEDED.”

— Scott Myers, IMBY Catskill

DOWNLOAD 
THE FREE 

TEACHING GUIDE

LaRon Grant, Candace Haynes, Claxton Rabb III, Chelsea Mar-
gaux Smith, Damaras Obi, Chanté Odom.
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Queade Norah, Damaras Obi.  
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DOWNLOAD

https://www.turning15ontheroad.com/
https://www.turning15ontheroad.com/s/Turning15Guide_Print_17.pdf
https://www.turning15ontheroad.com/s/Teaching-Guide.pdf
https://www.turning15ontheroad.com/s/Teaching-Guide.pdf
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